180    CHAUCER AND HIS TIMES

the Duchesse he portrays an ideal which
differs in many ways from the conventional
standard of the day. Instead of the typical
heroine of romance, whose sole thought is of
love and whose sole desire that her knight may
prove the bravest in Christendom, Chaucer
draws a lively, quick-witted girl, whose
consciousness of her own power and simple
delight in her own beauty never degenerate
into selfish coquetry. The medieval heroine
considered it a point of honour to set her lover
impossible tasks to perform ~ for her sake.
Blanche " ne used no such knakkes small."
She sees no sense in sending a man

. . , . into Walayke,1
To Prayse and in-to Tartarye,
To Alisaundre, ne in-to Turkye,
And bidde him faste, annoo that he
Go hoodies to the drye see 2
And come hoorn by the Carrenare;3

and telling him to be

.... right ware
That I may of yow here seyn *
Worship, or that ye come ageyn,

1  WaUacia.

2  Possibly this refers to the sea of sand and pebbles
mentioned by Sir John-Mande^ille in Ma Travek.   To go
bareheaded was considered a great hardship.

8 Probably the dangerous gulf of Quamaro in the
Adriatic.                                    4 hear telL